California Department of Fish & Wildlife REIR Scoping Comments 
575 Market Street, Suite 3700 Culver BI., Ballona Wetlands, 
San Francisco, CA 94105 Designated Scenic Highway 


BWERcomments@wildlife.ca.gov Tom McMahon 
November 14, 2023 


Attn: Ballona Wetlands Restoration Project - 


Culver Boulevard, City of Los Angeles Designated Scenic Highway - 
Ballona Wetlands 


The 2020 Final EIR’s 2015 Traffic Study [3], [4] predated the advent of 
“Culver Boulevard, Designated Scenic Highway” [1], [2] bisecting Area B of 
the Reserve. 
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning Mobility Plan 2035: An Element 
of the General Plan. [1] 
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“Roadways that are designated as Scenic Highways also present distinct factors to 
consider, such as preserving landscaping treatments, ensuring views, and 
incorporating appropriately-designed street amenities.” “...created in 1963 by the 
California legislature to preserve and protect scenic highway corridors from 
changes [i.e., flood berms and fences] that would diminish the aesthetic value of 
lands adjacent to highways.” 


Approved by City Planning Commission: June 23, 2016 City Plan Case No. 
CPC-2013-0910-GPA-SPCA-MSC 


Adopted by City Council: September 7, 2016 Council File No. 15-0719-S15 


Westchester - Playa del Rey Community Plan (April 28, 2020), a subset of 
Mobility Plan 2035 [2]: 
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These documents obviously post-date the now-obsolete “Traffic Study for 
the Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve Restoration Project 
Environmental Impact Report, September 2015” (Appendix H). 


Given that Sequences 1 and 2 specifically involve work in this area, 
including a fence-topped berm for a segment of Culver Blvd. (Scenic Hwy), 
the scope and content of the REIR must include the existence of a Scenic 
Highway, and funding should be postponed until this issue is added. 


Sincerely, 


Tom McMahon, Engineer 
8207 Delgany Avenue 
Playa del Rey, CA 90293 
Hyperion@PN-Junction.Net 
+1-310-717-7208 


GC: 


Wildlife Conservation Board 
Jennifer Norris, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 944209575 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090 
+1-(916) 445-8448 
Jennifer.Norris@wildlife.ca.gov 
WCBCorridors@wildlife.ca.gov 


CDFW Headquarters 

Chuck Bonham 

715 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
P.O. Box 9442093883 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2090 
+1-(916) 445-0411 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Contact 


Environmental Science Associates 
Janna Scott, Director 

575 Market Street, Suite 3700 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
+1-(415) 896-5900 
iscott@esassoc.com 


California Department of Fish & Wildlife 
Richard Burg, Env. Program Manager 
3883 Ruffin Rd, San Diego, CA 92123 

+1-858-467-4209 


Richard.Burg@wildlife.ca.gov 
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References: 
[1] Mobility Plan 2035 


https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/523f2a95-9d72-41d7-aba5- 
1972'84c1d36/Mobility Plan 2035.pdf 


[2] Westchester - Playa del Rey Community Plan, a subset of Mobility Plan 2035 


https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/community-plan-area/westchester-playa-del-rey 


[3] TRAFFIC STUDY FOR THE BALLONA WETLANDS ECOLOGICAL RESERVE 
RESTORATION PROJECT 


https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=149718&inline 
[4] LADOT Traffic Study Guidelines August 2014 


https://www.dtsc-ssfl.com/files/ib_ceqa/ref_draft_peir/Chap4 11- 
Trans _ Traffic/68409 LADOT 2014 Traffic Study Policies and Procedures August 2 
014.pdf 
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